
The Equal Justice Coalition (EJC) was created in 1999 by the Boston Bar Association, the
Massachusetts Bar Association, and MLAC after Congress imposed severe cuts and restrictions on
legal aid organizations in the mid-1990s. The EJC is committed to ensuring that people with low
incomes can access and navigate the justice system when they have a civil (non-criminal) legal
problem. EJC members work together to support the state budget appropriation for civil legal aid
(line item 0321-1600, MLAC).

History & Mission

Every January, the EJC hosts Walk to the Hill for Civil
Legal Aid, one of the largest lobby days at the MA State
House. Hundreds of private attorneys and law students
attend to speak with their legislators and advocate for
increased civil legal aid funding. Join us on Wednesday,
January 28, 2026!

The EJC’s #IWalkforJustice Social Media Campaign
features attorneys and advocates from across the state
who share why they care about civil legal aid. Share why
you ‘Walk to the Hill’ for civil legal aid funding by posting
your #IWalkforJustice photo!

Get Involved

Unlike in criminal cases, there is no guaranteed right to an attorney in most civil cases. To balance
the scales of justice, civil legal aid programs provide free legal advice and representation to people
with low incomes. They help families at risk of eviction, domestic violence survivors who need
protection from abusers, veterans struggling to access benefits, older adults experiencing financial
abuse, and children with special needs who need supports at school, among others. The
Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (MLAC) is the largest funder of civil legal aid in the
Commonwealth. 
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Don’t forget to follow the EJC on social media, so you can keep track of any campaign
developments, including news and updates about Walk to the Hill! You can find the EJC on Twitter,
Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn (@EqualJusticeMA).

EJC Action Alerts allow legal aid supporters to directly message their state legislators—we
supply a pre-written letter people can change, and our software program sends the email
directly to legislators’ inboxes. Action alerts motivate policymakers to act on behalf of
vulnerable populations throughout the Commonwealth. Sign up for Action Alerts and tell your
elected officials why civil legal aid is so important!

http://equaljusticecoalition.org/
https://equaljusticecoalition.org/walk/
https://equaljusticecoalition.org/walk/
https://equaljusticecoalition.org/iwalk/
http://mlac.org/
https://equaljusticecoalition.org/action/
https://masslegal.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/MLAC/DataLibrary/Communications/Campaigns/FY25%20Budget%20Campaign/Letters/12-7-23%20DRAFT%20FY25%20Managing%20Partner%20Letter.docx?d=w65e87a50ca964526afbe7d2064ae98b2&csf=1&web=1&e=fN3CZY
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