
MAKING THE CASE FOR CIVIL LEGAL AID FUNDING

There is no right to an attorney in most civil legal cases.  
Civil legal aid organizations provide essential services that help
people with low incomes meet their critical needs including
housing, domestic safety, employment, health care, education,
and more. 

Households with incomes at or below 125% of the federal
poverty level ($40,187 per year for a family of four; $19,562 for
an individual) qualify for civil legal aid. The latest census data
show that more than 325,700 people in Massachusetts, or 38%
of the eligible population, are living in extreme poverty, defined
as having an income below 50% of the poverty line ($16,075 for
a family of four; $7,825 for an individual). 

People with low incomes are hurting and demand for civil legal
aid is extraordinarily high.  

With a weakened economy and deep federal program cuts, our
neighbors need civil legal aid now more than ever. Civil legal aid
is a sound economic investment. In FY25, it generated over
$113.5 million in cost savings to the Commonwealth, including
shelter savings and health care savings. That’s an increase of
$4.5 million over FY24 ($109 million). 

The FY27 funding request of $53 million will help MLAC-funded
civil legal aid organizations serve more people and families
facing serious legal issues and stabilize legal aid staffing
capacity.  

Talking to Your Legislator
Introduce yourself as a constituent and
an attorney/law student/other title. Take a
minute to connect about a shared interest
or local priority.

State that civil legal aid is important to
you and thank your legislator for their past
support.

Urge your legislator to support $53 million
in funding for the Massachusetts Legal
Assistance Corporation (MLAC) in the FY27
budget.

Ask your legislator to make this funding
request a top budget priority.

Following up is important. Consider
sending a note (email or letter) to thank
the legislator and staff that were present
for their time and interest.

www.equaljusticecoalition.org
@EqualJusticeMA
#IWalkforJustice26

Supporting Facts & Information

Updated January 2026


