January 20, 2026

The Honorable Maura Healey

Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
State House, Room 280

24 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

RE: Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (MLAC), Line Item 0321-1600
Dear Governor Healey:

As deans of law schools from across the Commonwealth, we write to thank you for
approving $51 million for civil legal aid through the Massachusetts Legal Assistance
Corporation (MLAC, line item 0321-1600) in the FY26 budget. Investment in civil legal aid
is an investment in the future of Massachusetts. Looking forward to the next fiscal year, we
respectfully request that you include $53 million for MLAC in your FY27 budget
recommendations.

At the core of each of our institutions is an unwavering commitment to public service and
access to justice: Wherever our students end up working after graduation, we make sure they
come out of law school appreciating how important civil legal aid services are in their
communities. In FY25, MLAC-funded civil legal aid organizations helped more than 98,900
people with issues related to housing, employment, health care access, income maintenance,
educational opportunity, domestic violence, and more. The protections these programs
provide to low-income residents are vital to ensuring that Massachusetts is an equitable place
to live, work, and learn.

Many of our students come out of law school eager to work at civil legal aid organizations
and use their new legal expertise to support their neighbors in need. We are proud of their
passion and dedication—but unfortunately, we are also aware of the burden that student loan
debt places on graduating students and their prospective employers.

Today’s financial realities make it difficult for Massachusetts legal aid organizations to
recruit new graduates, especially when employers in other sectors or states can offer higher
salaries and more appealing benefits packages. And prospective legal aid clients ultimately
suffer the consequences. Due to inadequate resources, legal aid organizations must make
difficult decisions about who they can help: Approximately 41% of income-eligible
applicants in Massachusetts (defined as those living at or below 125% of the federal poverty
level, $40,187 for a family of four in 2025) are turned away from civil legal aid because
programs don’t have enough resources to help them. As educators currently in charge of
training the next generation of lawyers, we continue to be concerned about the future of the
Commonwealth’s legal aid workforce, and the effects of attorney shortages on residents with
low incomes.



That is why we strongly urge you to fund MLAC (line item 0321-1600) at $53 million in
your FY27 budget recommendations. The requested funding increase will help legal aid
organizations build a talented workforce that includes both recent graduates and experienced
attorneys and that is capable of supporting Massachusetts communities for years to come.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your commitment to equal justice
for all.

Sincerely,
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Michael L. Coyne Zelda B. Harris
Dean & Professor of Law Dean & Professor of Law
Massachusetts School of Law Western New England University
School of Law
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Andrew M. Perlman James R. Hackney
Dean & Professor of Law Dean & Professor of Law
Suffolk University Law School Northeastern University School of Law
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Samuel J. Panarella Angela Onwuachi-Willig
Dean Dean & Ryan Roth Gallo Professor of Law

UMass Law Boston University School of Law



CC:

Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll

Chief Justice Kimberly S. Budd, Supreme Judicial Court

Secretary Matthew Gorzkowicz, Administration and Finance
Secretary Kiame Mahaniah, Health and Human Services

Secretary Ed Augustus, Housing and Livable Communities

Kate Cook, Chief of Staff

Jesse Boodoo, Chief Legal Counsel

Gabrielle Viator, Senior Advisor

Tom Ashe, Director of Legislative Affairs

Sarah Sabshon, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy & Cabinet Affairs



	Blank Page



