December 23, 2025

The Honorable Maura Healey

Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
State House, Room 280

24 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

RE: FY27 Budget Recommendation
Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (MLAC), Line Item 0321-1600

Dear Governor Healey:

We — the undersigned general and corporate counsels at leading institutions and companies
operating in the Commonwealth — thank you for supporting $51 million for civil legal aid and the
Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (MLAC, line item 0321-1600) in the FY26 budget.
As you consider the appropriations for the FY27 budget, we urge you to include $53 million
for MLAC in your recommendations.

As members of the business community, we know that civil legal aid is critical for supporting the
economic vibrancy of our Commonwealth. Legal aid attorneys, at MLAC-funded offices around
the state, help our employees, customers, and other critical stakeholders stay on their feet or get
back up after a crisis, so that they can contribute to our economy and society. Studies confirm
that civil legal aid is a sound economic investment. In FY25, more than 98,900 Massachusetts
residents benefited from civil legal aid, securing an estimated $113.5 million in economic
benefits to clients and the Commonwealth. These dollars offset the state’s investment in legal
aid, stimulate local economies, and ripple outward to benefit the residents not directly served by
legal aid.

The positive impacts of civil legal aid are felt by all stakeholders, including businesses like ours
that operate in Massachusetts. Managing a serious civil legal problem — domestic violence,
termination of public health benefits, foreclosure, child custody, consumer issues, financial abuse
— without a legal expert is debilitating and futile. By helping low-income residents obtain access
to necessities and navigate a complex civil legal system, civil legal aid allows these important
stakeholders to maintain and thrive in their employment.

The need is significant. According to the latest census data, more than 325,700 people (38% of
residents eligible for civil legal aid) in Massachusetts live in “extreme poverty,” having an
income of under $16,075 annually for a family of four or $7,825 for an individual. This funding
request will narrow the justice gap that these individuals, and all income-eligible residents, face.

MLAC-funded legal aid organizations collaborate to stabilize low-income people’s lives and the
communities they live in. Our organizations work tirelessly every day, but in the end, they don’t
have enough time or resources to help everyone who comes to them for services. Residents still
go into a complex civil legal system alone, and the consequences can be severe. Additional



funding is necessary to bolster legal aid operations to expand access so that we can serve more

people in need.

Therefore, we urge you to increase state funding for MLAC (line item 0321-1600) to $53
million in your FY27 budget recommendations.

Thank you again for your leadership in support of civil legal aid. Our institutions and companies
are incredibly grateful to operate in Massachusetts, a state that values innovation, business, and

equal justice.
Sincerely,
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DocuSigned by:
E‘lw& Mennier
31E708848F424E5...

Marc Meunier

Genera Counsel
Indigo Agriculture, Inc.

@. M@ Lowunstuin

9D27BF7B330F41F...

D. Mara Lowenstein

Global Head of Legal & Compliance
guantilope Inc.

1 / ]
vy i 7
A N Y
i~~Jl Jw) /
Richard Rothberg /

Creneral Counsel

Dell Technologies

Signed by:

90CD1CCA36AE4CE...

Robert Molloy

Genera Counsel
Destination XL Group, Inc.



Docusign Envelope ID: FES0B3DA-10BE-4E2D-BOF3-28C4AE1EE417

Signed by:
P
@E4ED1D47E...
Thomas Dorer
General Counsel
Suffolk University

Signed by:

0172035AE3674CF...
Dan Krockmalnic

Chief Operating Officer & General Counsel
Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC
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Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll

Chief Justice Kimberly S. Budd, Supreme Judicial Court
Secretary Matthew Gorzkowicz, Administration and Finance
Secretary Kiame Mahaniah, Health and Human Services

Secretary Ed Augustus, Housing and Livable Communities
Kate Cook, Chief of Staff

Jesse Boodoo, Chief Legal Counsel

Gabrielle Viator, Senior Advisor

Tom Ashe, Director of Legislative Affairs

Sarah Sabshon, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy & Cabinet Affairs
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