
January 14, 2021

His Excellency Charlie Baker 

Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

State House Room 280 

Boston, Massachusetts 02133 

Re: Civil Legal Aid Funding, Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation, 
line item 0321-1600 FY22 Budget Request: $35 million  

Dear Governor Baker, 

As the corporate counsel of the Commonwealth’s leading institutions and companies, we thank you 

for your leadership during this difficult time and for approving $35 million for legal services in the 

final FY21 budget. Though this year has undoubtedly been challenging, we are fortunate to live and 

work in a state that has responded to the COVID-19 pandemic with urgency and compassion. As the 

ramifications of the current crisis continue to unfold, we ask you to please include $35 million for 

civil legal aid through the Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (line item 0321-1600) in your 

FY22 budget recommendations.  

This funding is critical to ensuring that legal aid organizations across Massachusetts can continue to 

respond to the pandemic as their clients' civil legal needs evolve. 

As attorneys, we understand that legal aid is an essential service. We are grateful that your March 

23rd stay-at-home advisory recognized this, allowing legal aid organizations to continue operating, 

ensuring that their clients did not have to bear the burden of service interruptions. Since then, legal 

aid attorneys and staff have been working tirelessly to address the legal needs of those most affected 

by the pandemic, including the communities of color that have disproportionately experienced 

negative social, health and economic consequences.  

Since the pandemic began, the need for legal assistance has risen dramatically. By June, staff 

members had recorded 5,000 more requests for services than the previous year. This number is 

expected to increase as more people become eligible for assistance due to the pandemic's economic 

impact. To qualify for legal aid, potential clients must have incomes at or below 125% of the federal 

poverty level—$32,750 annually for a family of four. In addition to a rise in the need for assistance 

overall, legal aid organizations have seen unemployment cases increase by 290%, and minor 

guardianship cases increase by 400%. Additionally, there have already been 1,200 more housing 

cases than the prior year. Increased funding is needed to ensure that legal aid organizations can meet 

the increasing demand for services while remaining committed to the day-to-day work they have 

been doing in their communities for decades.  

Though this crisis has impacted households across Massachusetts, not everyone has been impacted 

equally. Families already more vulnerable to exploitation and displacement will need legal assistance 

to ensure that they can stay in their homes, remain protected from abuse, and access the benefits they 

need to survive. With this in mind, we urge you once again to include $35 million for MLAC in your 

upcoming budget recommendations.  

As always, thank you for your commitment to the people of Massachusetts. 

Sincerely,  
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CC:
Lieutenant Governor Karyn PolitoLi
Chief Justice Kimberly S. Budd
Secretary Michael J. Heffernan  
Secretary Marylou SuddersSe
Secretary Mike Kennealy  
Kristen Lepore, Chief of StaffKr
Robert Ross, Chief Legal Counsel  
Elizabeth Mahoney, Deputy Chief of Staff for Cabinet 
Affairs and Policy
Katherine Holahan, Legislative Director  
John Stephen, General Counsel of the Executive Office 
for Administration and Finance 
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