
1 The appropriation funds general support grants for civil legal aid programs and dedicated grants for assistance to victims of domestic violence, help 
with disability benefits and Medicare advocacy. For more information visit www.mlac.org. 2 The Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) program 
funds access to justice initiatives and civil legal aid programs in Massachusetts, including MLAC. For more information visit www.maiolta.org.           
3 FY14 grants are projected. FY13 and FY14 grants do not include a one-time, two-year $6 million grant from the Massachusetts Attorney General to 
assist homeowners facing foreclosure who may not be income-eligible for legal aid. 

To learn more about the benefits of civil legal aid, visit www.mlac.org or contact:      
Lonnie Powers, MLAC: 617-367-1414 | lpowers@mlac.org  
Elaine O’Reilly & Mary Ann Walsh, Governmental Strategies: 617-447-5174 | 617-447-3711 
eoreilly@governmentalstrategies.com | mawalsh@governmentalstrategies.com   
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In FY13, with $12 million in appropriated funds, legal aid organizations 
brought an estimated $28 million in new revenue and cost savings to the 
Commonwealth, including $11 million in new federal dollars.

Individuals in the Commonwealth 
eligible for civil legal aid, 
according to the Census Bureau, 
an increase of almost 170,000 
since FY08. Eligibility for MLAC 
programs is 125% of the federal 
poverty level ($29,813 per year or 
$573 per week for a family of four). 

The legal aid fiscal crisis

MLAC requests $17 million for 
civil legal aid (0321-1600) in FY151

Legal aid fought for us. To put 
it simply, we had a champion.“ ”

85%
Expected drop in IOLTA revenue, 
MLAC’s largest non-state funding 
source, from $17m in FY08 to $2.6m 
projected for FY142

$400,000
Approximate cut in grants to legal 
aid from the Massachusetts and 
Boston Bar Foundations in FY14 
due to reductions in IOLTA revenue2

$4 million
Additional revenue needed in 
FY15 to stabilize MLAC’s grant-
making capacity

51%
Amount MLAC has been forced to 
cut grants to legal aid programs, 
from $27m in FY08 to $13m in FY13

Growing population, declining staff

974,277 38%
Civil legal aid attorneys lost 
since FY08, a drop of 63 full-time 
positions. Some MLAC-funded 
programs have cut salaries, closed 
offices and laid off more than half 
of their attorneys. These layoffs 
will increase in the next few years 
without additional revenue. 

>50%
People who seek help from a legal 
aid organization but are turned 
away due to a lack of resources. 
Their critical problems include 
housing stability, child custody 
conflicts, denial of unemployment 
insurance or healthcare coverage 
and domestic violence.

A benefit for Massachusetts and its neediest residents

MLAC grants to legal aid programs by fiscal year, in 
millions 3
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FY14 appropriation: $13 million
FY15 recommendations:

Governor: $14 million | House: $15 million


