
February 17, 2012

The Honorable Robert A. DeLeo
Speaker of the House
State House, Room 356
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Speaker DeLeo:

As counsel to a large number of the state’s leading corporations and institutions, we write to ask
for your increased support for civil legal aid funding. We continue to believe that the Commonwealth and
its businesses benefit from a system that protects equal access to justice. For low-income residents of
Massachusetts, this means relying on the local legal aid programs funded by the Massachusetts Legal
Assistance Corporation (MLAC), which, as you know, has been forced to cut program grants as the
revenue from the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) funds continue to drop precipitously.
Unfortunately, this fiscal year will be no different, as interest rates hover near zero and housing sales
stagnate. Based on current IOLTA income projections, MLAC grants in FY12 will decline yet again.

Legal aid programs are usually the last resort for low-income people when they are confronted
with complex civil legal problems such as domestic violence, eviction due to foreclosure and
unemployment appeals. But in the last two years, the number of legal aid attorneys at MLAC-funded
local programs has dropped 31% on average, with some programs losing as much as 45% of total staff.
Because of reductions in funding, programs are no longer able to provide services in some core areas such
as eviction defense and foreclosures.

Meanwhile, the number of people living in poverty in the Commonwealth grew by 94,000 last
year, an increase of 11%. Since unemployment benefits are not being extended for those who have been
unable to find work, we expect many more families to join the ranks of the poor in the next year.

Therefore, it is crucial that the Commonwealth increase its commitment to legal aid for FY13,
and we urge you to fund MLAC’s appropriation (line item 0321-1600) at $14.5 million. This increase of
$5 million to the FY13 appropriation will avoid even more drastic cuts to services, and provide critical
legal assistance to the state’s most vulnerable clients.

We join together on this issue because businesses function most effectively in communities where
families are safe, healthy and stable, and access to the justice system is essential to this stability.
We also know that civil legal aid is a sound investment for the Commonwealth, generating millions in
federal revenue every year, and saving state taxpayer dollars from being spent on more costly social
services like the emergency shelter system.

It is vital that the Commonwealth provides a level playing field so legal advice and representation
in serious civil matters is available to those who desperately need it. We urge you to further commit to
civil legal aid by including an increase in funding for MLAC in your FY13 budget.

Thank you for considering our request. We deeply appreciate your support.

Very truly yours,

Cc: Members of the House of Representatives


































